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2012 Kansas Economic Report Sees Growth

TOPEKA, Kan. — The Kansas Department of Labor today released the 2012 Kansas Economic Report which shows
that the Kansas economy demonstrated several positive signs of recovery in 2011.

Non-farm jobs experienced growth for the first time since 2008, gaining 11,800 private sector jobs in 2011. The
number of people employed increased by 0.5 percent and the unemployment rate decreased from 7.2 percent
to 6.7 percent in 2011.

“This report shows that the Kansas economy is continuing to improve. The increase in private sector jobs is
promising,” Lana Gordon, Interim Secretary of Labor, said.

In 2011, state exports increased by a healthy 17.1 percent. Exports in agricultural products showed the largest
growth, particularly because of wheat exports. The gross domestic product (GDP) increased for the second
consecutive year in 2011. Personal income also increased during the year as more Kansans returned to work.

The housing market in the state stabilized, with median home prices exceeding pre-recession levels. More
housing units were occupied in Kansas by percentage than the rest of the country. The number of building
permits issued increased for the first time since 2006.

“2011 marked the turning point for the Kansas labor market as the beginning of recovery in terms of job growth
and unemployment. Overall economic conditions continued to trend in the right direction, although gradually,”
Inayat Noormohmad, Senior Labor Economist, said.

The 2012 Job Vacancy Survey showed a 17.3 percent increase in job openings from 2011, totaling 36,000 job
vacancies statewide in the second quarter of 2012. Online job vacancies published by Help Wanted Online
increased in 2011 and reached an all-time high in June 2012.

The Kansas labor force remained stagnant in 2011, only growing by approximately 200 people. This may be
caused by a high number of discouraged workers, individuals choosing to postpone employment to return to
school and slow growth in the population. Inflation continued to rise and the real average weekly wage, which
accounts for inflation, declined.

The 2012 Kansas Economic Report is available online. Follow KansasDOL on Twitter and Facebook.
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