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Workplace accidents declining again 
Improved safety record highlighted in third annual Workplace Safety Report 

  
  
TOPEKA — April 28th is Workers Memorial Day - a day set aside to honor and 
remember those who lost their lives in work-related accidents. In conjunction with this 
event, the Kansas Department of Labor released today the third annual Workplace 
Safety Report. The report reflects a 10 percent decrease in the number of injuries and 
illnesses occurring on Kansas worksites in 2009, the first decrease since 2005. 
  
2006 marked an abrupt end to a near steady 10-year decline in workplace accidents in 
the state. Since then, there have been slight increases in the number of workplace 
accidents and injuries each year, until fiscal year 2009 when workplace accidents 
decreased by 10.2 percent from the previous year. 
  
"This significant drop in workplace accidents is very encouraging," said Kansas 
Department of Labor Secretary Jim Garner. "Our hope and goal was to quickly reverse 
the upward trend we were seeing by increasing awareness of safety in the workplace 
and of the resources available to help employers implement effective safety programs. 
Even though we have seen a decrease this past year, it remains important that we 
continue our outreach and education efforts." 
  
The 2010 Workplace Safety Report details the number of Kansas workplace accidents 
that have caused injuries, illnesses and fatalities over the past year. In 2009, more than 
63,000 workplace accidents were reported in Kansas - which is more than 7,000 fewer 
accidents than the year before. Thirty-four Kansans lost their lives due to work-related 
accidents in 2009, down from 43 in 2008. 
  
"Releasing this report in conjunction with Workers Memorial Day is fitting, but the best 
way we can honor those who lost their lives while on the job is to remain focused on 
workplace safety efforts and committed to reducing workplace hazards on a daily basis," 
said Garner. 
  
The Kansas Department of Labor offers several services to promote safe workplaces, 
including:  

• Free workplace safety consultations for Kansas businesses;  
• Free Occupational Safety and Health Administration (OSHA) safety training 

courses;  
• SHARP and KSafe safety award recognitions for exemplary workplaces; and  
• An annual safety and health conference for Kansas employers and safety 

professionals.  
 
Workers Memorial Day commemorates the anniversary of the April 28, 1971, creation of 
the U.S. Occupational Safety and Health Administration. 
  



For more information on how a business can receive a free safety consultation from the 
Kansas Department of Labor, call (785)296-4386. To read more of the report, go to the 
"News Room" at www.dol.ks.gov. 
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