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EXECUTIVE ORDER NO. 20-07
Temporarily closing K-12 schools to slow the spread of COVID-19
WHEREAS, securing the health, safety, and economic well-being of residents of the State of
Kansas is this Administration's top priority;
WHEREAS, Kansas is facing a crisis-the pandemic and public health emergency of COVID19-resulting in illness, quarantines, school closures, and temporary closure of businesses
resulting in lost wages and financial hardship to Kansas citizens;
WHEREAS, the United States Departments of Health and Human Services declared a public
health emergency for COVID-19 beginning January 27, 2020, with more than 4,000 cases of the
illness and more than 60 deaths as a result of the illness across the United States;
WHEREAS, the World Health Organization declared a pandemic on March 11, 2020;
WHEREAS, a State of Disaster Emergency was proclaimed for the State of Kansas on March 12,
2020;
WHEREAS, on March 13, 2020, the President of the United States declared the ongoing COVID19 a pandemic of sufficient severity and magnitude to warrant an emergency declaration for all
states, tribes, tenitories, and the District of Columbia pursuant to Section 50 1 (b) of the Robert T.
Stafford Disaster Relief and Emergency Assistance Act, 42 U.S.C. § 5121-5207 (the "Stafford
Act");
WHEREAS, on March 13, 2020, the President of the United States pursuant to Sections 201 and
301 of the National Emergencies Act, 50 U.S.C. § 1601, et seq. and consistent with Section 1135
of the Social Security Act, as amended (42 U.S.C. § 1320b-5), declared that the COVID-19
outbreak in the United States constitutes a national emergency beginning March 1, 2020;
WHEREAS, Kansas' K-12 schools are the backbone of our communities, but they are also
opportunities to significantly further the spread of COVID-19;
WHEREAS, many schools have already temporarily closed, either voluntarily or as a result of
local health department orders or state-level recommendations;
WHEREAS, the status of the COVID-19 outbreak now requires a statewide approach to K-12
schools that gives students, parents, teachers, staff, and administrators some ce1tainty and the
oppmtunity to develop and implement alternative instructional programs and methods;
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